M	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
The Reflections on the World War21 by the late Ger-
man Chancellor, Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg, deserve
more serious attention than they have received; but they
were written before peace was signed, under the terrible
strain of war, by a man already broken in spirit and health.
Without the new documentary material at his disposal,
Bethmann still clung to the misconception which overtook
him early in the War, that England was chiefly to blame,
Herr von Jagow, the German Secretary of State for For-
eign Affairs, in his Causes and Outbreak of the World War,22
does not produce an impression of equal sincerity, but is
illuminating in regard to the attitude of the German For-
eign Office. Count Pourtales, the German Ambassador in
St. Petersburg, gives a very straightforward and reliable
account of his last days in the Russian capital, and of his
honest efforts to carry out the instructions of his Govern-
ment to keep Russia quiet and thus preserve the peace of
Europe. His narrative, At the Parting of the Ways?* has
the advantage of being based on notes which he made on
his journey home in August, 1914, while the facts were still
fresh in his mind, and on the Embassy telegrams which he
appears to have taken with him. Baron von Schoen, as
German Secretary of State from 1907-1910 and Ambassador
at Paris from 1910-1914, has left Memoirs2* which are dis-
tinguished for their frankness and breadth of view; he is
one of the few German diplomats of whom M. Poincare
speaks with cordiality and praise. These writers defend
and justify the policy of the German Foreign Office.
In contrast to them are other Germans who are wise
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